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‘‘Plane’’ of constant energyand number of particles(no states in the grey region)

Constant entropy contoursStable equilibrium state

(highest entropy)
Zero entropy contour

(= standard QM state domain, r2 = r)

(here trajectories are limit cycles and

remain at zero entropy)

A trajectory in state domain, with r2 ¹ r

Direction of the dissipative term
(= direction of the constrained entropy ‘‘gradient’’)

(= direction of maximal entropy generation)

(= direction of steepest entropy ascent) Direction of the

Hamiltonian term
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